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Living landscapes at ‘Bundanon’
By MATT
CAWOOD
HE arts have continued to
flourish by the Shoalhaven
River in the 20 years since
Arthur and Yvonne Boyd gave their
1100 hectare riverfront property
“Bundanon” to the Australian people. So has the lantana.
Several years ago the Bundanon
Trust recognised that it had a daunting problem on its hands. While the
Trust had been managing the human
aspects of Bundanon and adjacent
Riversdale, lantana and other environmental issues had been quietly
degrading sizeable areas of the property’s environmental heritage.
Much of Bundanon’s 15 kilometres
of Shoalhaven river frontage is
severely infested with lantana.
When the issue was reviewed,
Bundanon Trust chief executive
Deborah Ely said it quickly became
clear that the challenge was bigger than
the Trust’s resources, and of the local
catchment management authority.
But earlier this year, Landcare
Australia announced that another act
of philanthropy, the Borland
Bequest, will be put to the aid of
artist Arthur Boyd’s earlier bequest.
The Borland Bequest was made to
Landcare by New South Wales businessman Raymond Borland, who was
disturbed by degradation of the
Australian landscape.
Some of the bequest funds are now
being put towards the four-year
Living Landscape project to tackle
environmental issues at “Bundanon”.
The project is being run as a partnership between the Bundanon Trust,
Landcare Australia, Greening Australia
and the Southern Rivers CMA.
With $450,000 secured from the
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federal government’s Clean Energy
Australia Biodiversity Fund, plus the
Borland Bequest and other partner
contributions, the partnership has
more than $1 million in value to
throw at the enivronmental challenges on “Bundanon”.
Bundanon Trust property manager
Henry Goodall said that the Living
Landscape aims to deliver multiple
interlocked outcomes.
The overall objective is to increase
the property’s biodiversity and ecological function.
That will be achieved by rehabilitating lantana-infested riparian areas
and old farmland, revegetating some
of its grazing land, and regenerating
the productivity of its river flat paddocks.
Tackling lantana is by far the biggest
job. Mr Goodall said because the
weed is in sensitive riparian
areas,eradication will involve a combination of control methods to prevent impacts on the river.
Revegetation is being designed to
link areas of bushland with wildlife
corridors, and with the intention of
potentially generating revenue from
carbon credits and “biobanking”, a
program that generates saleable biodiversity credits.
Mr Goodall planned to regenerate
farmland on “Bundanon” through a
program of time-controlled grazing
management of the property’s small
herd of cattle which will require additional fencing and watering points.
All of this activity will be viewed by
the 50,000 people who visit
“Bundanon” each year – a valuable
teaching tool, and a high-profile example of the Landcare ethic in action.
The Bundanon Trust plans to roll
the Living Landscape experience into
its environmental education pro-

Bundanon property manager Henry Goodall on Bundanon’s grazed river flats.
INSET: Bundanon lantana infestation along the Shoalhaven River.
gram, while the Trust facilities will be
available as a teaching base for
Landcare and Greening Australia.
Landcare Australia’s chief executive
Heather Campbell said the project’s
benefits will spread far beyond the
property, “providing an example of
environmental restoration that can
inspire and educate others”.
For her part, Ms Ely has been grate-

ful for Landcare Australia’s expertise
in setting up a management structure
to administer the partnership and its
responsibilities.
The Living Landscape project only
runs for four years, after which Ms Ely
hopes the property will be in a position
to more easily manage its environmental heritage – and bring in more funds
to assist with ongoing management.

“This isn’t just one short-term project,” she said. “It’s a commitment for
life.”
“Bundanon” and adjoining “Riverside” were given to the Australian people by the Boyd family in 1993. The
Bundanon Trust is charged with using
the properties for public education
about the arts and the Shoalhaven
environment.

Are Australian farmers tech savvy?
HOW adept are Australian farmers at
using the latest communications phenomenon, social media?
According to an Australian Rural
Leadership Program (ARLP) survey,
not so adept, although the picture differs widely between sectors.
The social media survey was conducted by 10 members of the latest ARLP
intake (the other 20 participants looked
at carbon and indigenous issues), to try
and form a picture of how one of history's great communications revolutions is affecting the rural sector.
Alison McIntosh (pictured left), a
Wagga Wagga-based beef consultant
who is spokesperson for her ARLP
group, said the survey indicated room
for improvement.

Of the 3000 people and 70 groups
polled, 444 people aged from 21-60
responded.
A whopping 93 per cent reported regular private use of Facebook; about a
third used Twitter and 43 per cent also
used LinkedIn for private use.
Ratios changed when people reported
on their business use of social media:
81 per cent still used Facebook, but 57
per cent used Twitter and only 22 pc
used LinkedIn.
Roughly half reported that their
business use of social media was for
networking; just under half used it for
marketing.
About three quarters used the medium to circulate information.
But asked whether the Australian agri-

culture sector used social media as well
as other sectors, only 4pc responded ‘yes’.
About half thought ‘no’ or ‘not well’.
A quarter ticked ‘Don’t know/No idea’.
“It is evident there are almost 'parallel
universes” with people connected/not
connected to the social media agriculture
world in Australia, and a disconnect
between the two,” the report notes.
Ms McIntosh uses social media to
market her own business, AJM
Livestock Solutions, in tandem with
traditional media, but she notes that
age and internet access are barriers to
adoption across much of the bush.
“Social media is here to stay,” she said.
“We have to keep up so that we can
spread the good word about agriculture
and work better with our consumers.”
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Survey results show a need to adapt
ANDCARE is now firmly
embedded in the thinking of
Australian farmers, but as the
circumstances around agriculture
change, there is pressure on Landcare
to also evolve.
This was the picture formed by
National Landcare Facilitator Brett
de Hayr when he surveyed about 550
Landcare and associated groups, and
around 1000 producers, to get a
snapshot of Landcare in 2012.
A remarkable 93 per cent of those
surveyed said they practiced
Landcare on their farms, and 73pc
felt that they were a part of the
Landcare movement.
“The results of this survey reflect a
remarkable cultural shift that has
occurred in the Australian farming
community since the inception of
Landcare across the country in the
late 1980s,” Mr de Hayr said.
“These figures are significant and
run counter to the view in some areas
that farmers are not supportive of
issues relating to the environment.
The growth of Landcare over the last
two decades has clearly shown that a
healthy environment and sustainable
agriculture are not mutually exclusive.”
More than three quarters of those
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who responded also felt that
Landcare could help the community
tackle issues like food security, environment and climate adaptation.
There is also a belief in Landcare’s
ability to build the social capacity of
rural communities.
But Mr de Hayr said the survey
highlighted the challenge Landcare
faces in maintaining one of its fundamental principles, that of grassroots
community engagement.

suming task of sourcing funding.
At the same time, Mr de Hayr
observed that even these larger
groups – usually amalgamations of
many smaller groups – are struggling
to bring in the funding they need to
maintain staff.
The two major sources of funding
for groups, internal fundraising and
Federal grants, each accounted for
only about a quarter of groups’
income.

or people, when groups would like
the flexibility to route resources to
areas of most need.
“This reflects a tendency to view
Landcare as a structure, rather than a
movement with constantly shifting
demands,” Mr de Hayr said.
Funding is just one of the issues
inherent in the question: What next
for Landcare?
Asked whether the Landcare philosophy had reached its used-by date, 95

out how to evolve to tackle new challenges.
Asked to rate issues of concern on a
scale of 1-9, with one being the highest rating, survey participants listed
pest and weed control (1.96) followed by revegetation (2.49), sustainable food production (3.29) and
capacity building (3.41).
Under the heading of “other” issues,
a broad category encompassing several topics that was ranked third in
the list, participants showed signifiThe growth of Landcare over the last two decades has clearly shown that a healthy cant interest in community educaenvironment and sustainable agriculture are not mutually exclusive tion and engagement, and soil health.
“This is a clear message that while
– Brett De Hayr, Landcare Landcare has become incorporated
into the culture of Australian agriculLess than a third of the primary
Catchment management and natu- per cent of respondents gave a ture, that the movement, like
producers surveyed were part of a ral resources groups, State and local resounding “no”. But 79 per cent felt Australian farmers, will need to adapt
Landcare group. Various reasons governments collectively accounted that the movement had to innovate what it does and how it does it in light
were given, but a standout was that for the remaining half of funding.
and adapt to new realities.
of changing issues, technologies and
many producers felt that they
But across the country, groups
Roughly a third of groups reported changes in society,” Mr de Hayr said.
didn’t have the time to give to the reported that funding, and in partic- that they were more active that they
Results of the survey were released
demands of a group.
ular funding for staff to manage the were five years ago, and 85 per cent of during the National Landcare
This reflects the experience of com- day-to-day running of Landcare in those surveyed believed they would Conference held in Sydney as part of
munity-based groups everywhere, an increasingly time-poor world, is a still be active in 2-3 years time – but Landcare Week.
Mr de Hayr said. The challenge is major pressure point.
another third reported that they were
The National Landcare Facilitator
how to address it.
Many of groups feel this is in part less active than five years ago.
Program is an initiative of the
Landcare groups with the greatest due to government inflexibility on
Mr de Hayr said that the ability to Australian Government under the
scope and capacity tend to have funding allocation, Mr de Hayr sustain community engagement and Caring for our Country Program
funded staff taking care of group reported currently, funds must be funding are the two main areas of through the Department of Agriculbusiness, including the time-con- spent on either on-ground projects concern, but Landcare is also figuring ture, Forestry and Fisheries.
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Farming innovation recognised
tecting the natural resources.
The award also recognises Ms
Strong’s proactive community engagement, which includes her Art4Agriculture programs – an innovative
project encouraging youth involvement in natural resource management and agriculture through art.
Art4Agriculture uses art and multimedia to engage students in the challenges of feeding, clothing and housing an ever-expanding population
with a declining natural resource base.
Ms Strong says she is humbled and
honoured to have been announced
the inaugural Bob Hawke Landcare
Award winner.
“The prize money offers my team
the chance to stand loud and proud
and get the message out that Australian farmers’ are dynamic, innovative and exciting,” Ms Strong said.
“They underpin every single Australian’s quality of life and they
deserve to get a fair return for their
efforts
“This award really does celebrate
the great partnerships we have
formed to ensure my son can remain
a seventh generation farmer and that
we can produce affordable, nutritious, ethically produced food for
Australians, with as minimal impact

on our natural resources as we possibly can.”
Colin Seis of Gulgong, NSW, was
named the runner-up of the award,
while Agnes Fox of Thursday Island,
Queensland, received a high commendation.
Both have made notable contributions to sustainable agriculture and
Landcare within their regions.
Mr Seis developed an innovative
pasture cropping technique, now
widely accepted and adopted within
the industry.
Ms Fox has helped improve the
diets and health of local Torres Strait
Islanders in her community by creating a community garden to increase
the availability of fresh fruit and vegetables.
The award was presented by former
prime minister and award namesake,
the Hon. Bob Hawke AC together
with Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Joe Ludwig during
National Landcare Week at the National Landcare Awards Gala Dinner
held in Sydney.
The award acknowledges the role
that Bob Hawke played in elevating
Landcare from a grassroots community initiative to a national movement
with strong government support.

Hon. Bob Hawke AC and Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Joe Ludwig
present Lynne Strong, Clover Hill Dairies, with the Bob Hawke Landcare Award.
“I am very pleased to maintain an
association with Landcare through
this award, named in my honour,” the
Hon. Bob Hawke AC said.
“As Australians we have long recognised that we are responsible for
ensuring we live in a healthy environment that supports a sustainable
future. This is the heart of the
Landcare ethic, and it should be
adopted by all Australians.”
The award, sponsored by the federal government, acknowledges the remarkable work being done nationwide.

Speaking at the awards night, Mr
Ludwig praised the success of the
Landcare movement, which now
influences similar programs in more
than 20 countries.
“Hundreds of thousands of volunteers, land managers, Indigenous
people and farmers have adopted the
Landcare ethic in caring for the
land,” Mr Ludwig said.
“Together, we can influence the way
Australians live in our landscape and
care for our land now and into the
future.”

X17075219

WINNER of the inaugural Bob
Hawke Landcare Award, NSW dairy
farmer Lynne Strong, will use her
prize to assist farmers take a whole of
value chain innovative approach to
farming and Landcare.
Ms Strong received a prize of
$50,000, which she will use to
encourage farmers from food and
fibre industries to learn from and use
emerging consumer attitudes, perceptions and purchasing power, as
well as being advocates for their
industry groups.
As part of the prize Ms Strong also
receives an honorary position on the
Australian Landcare Council for two
years.
The presentation of this prestigious
award to Ms Strong recognises her
extensive involvement in sustainable
agriculture through her family’s
award-winning dairy enterprise,
Clover Hill Dairies.
Clover Hill Dairies produces milk
that supplies more than 50,000 Australians every day from two farms at
Jamberoo on the NSW South Coast.
The home farm is nestled between a
rainforest and a rural residential area.
The 500 cows are milked three
times a day and Ms Strong’s mission
is to balance productivity while pro-
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In Brief
Landcare Council meet: Drawing
on the positive energy of the 2012 National
Landcare Conference, the Australian
Landcare Council held their 53rd meeting
over September 6 and 7.
Council members were impressed with
the energy, passion and forward-looking
focus of the conference and noted that the
event held some key messages for the
Landcare movement:
● a greater understanding of the way
Indigenous science and culture align with
natural resource management, and the
need to learn, share and empower more in
this area,
● the importance of investing in building
capacity and knowledge in people, and not
just on-ground projects, and;
● the need for consumers and urban
dwellers to better understand the agricultural and environmental systems that provide for them and the value of sustainably
produced food.
The conference was an opportunity to
recognise and celebrate the hard work and
many successes across the Landcare
movement and provided valuable
networking opportunities for council
members and conference delegates.
The council discussed the Community
Call for Action (CCfA) which was formally
handed over to the Landcare community at
the conference. There are already groups
who have taken up the call. The council
will continue to promote the document,
including information on how its activities
contribute to CCfA.
Council’s input into the program design for
the next phase of Caring for our Country was
finalised, as was the council’s submission
to the National Food Plan green paper.
Over the coming months, the council will
be completing its advice on Indigenous
engagement in natural resource
management and its research project on
the multiple benefits of natural resource
management and Landcare.
The council’s next meeting will be held in
Katanning, Western Australia, in early
November.
■ For more information on the council’s activities, visit
www.daff.gov.au/naturalresources/landcare/council

Cotton water story: The Australian
Cotton Water Story documents a decade of
progress in irrigation research and
implementation.
“Nearly $30 million has been invested in
cotton water research in the past 10 years
in collaboration with more than 30
organisations, so readers will get a picture
of the breadth of cotton research and the
innovation and effort undertaken to better
understand and manage this critical
resource,” said Cotton Research and
Development Corporation (CRDC) natural
resource manager Jane Trindall.
“Farmers, whose future viability relies on
making good daily decisions about water
use will have quick and easy access to the
science behind the industry’s best
management practises.
“Water resource managers will have at
their fingertips access to best science
which can inform the decisions to manage
this complex issue.
“For students and those new to this
industry, this publication provides a
platform from which they can build their
understanding of managing water on cotton
farms and in catchments where it is grown.
The magazine-style publication,
published in conjunction with Greenmount
Press, provides a snapshot of over 80
water research projects from over 100
researchers and quantifies the
improvements in water use over the past
decade.
“We have been able to document a 40
percent improvement in cotton water
productivity, tied to cotton yields that are
two-and-a-half times the world average for
quality cotton,” said Ms Trindall.

■ Go to www.crdc.com.au to order
a copy.
■ Listen to the interview with Jane
Trindall at
http://audioboo.fm/boos/920938jane-trindall-australian-water-storage
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Caring’s a community thing
Comment by JOE
LUDWIG, Minister Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry
OMMUNITY involvement is
essential for the success of natural resource management
now and into the future.
That’s why consultation has been a
vital step in developing the future
direction of Caring for our Country.
Caring for our Country has been a
successful program, delivering strong
results. For example, more than 450
projects assisted around 30,000
farmers to adopt more sustainable
farm management practices to
reduce the risk of soil acidification
and erosion and increase the carbon
content of soils and more than
95,000 people have been involved in
projects to improve their knowledge
and skills in managing natural
resources and environmental assets.
Since becoming Minister, I’ve had
the opportunity to meet many of the
volunteers who work hard on
projects that have benefited from
funding. That’s why I wanted to
make sure people who live, share
and work in the natural
environment had the opportunity to
contribute their thoughts and ideas
about the future of the initiative.
During the consultation, natural
resource managers attended more
than 50 stakeholder meetings and
made 138 written submissions. I also
hosted two roundtable meetings with
key resource management and
agricultural stakeholders in October.
With the consultation process
complete, it is clear the Caring for
our Country initiative is on track to
deliver on its five-year outcomes and
contribute to improving the
condition of our natural
environment.
The ideas and contributions we
received during the consultation
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process will build on policies and
priorities on sustainable food
production, industry innovation,
combating pests and weeds, building
the skills of the Landcare
community and improving the
management of our natural resource
base.
For the first time, Caring for our
Country will have a dedicated
Sustainable Agriculture stream to
ensure Australia’s agricultural base is
sustainable, productive and resilient.
Feedback from the roundtables is
being used to finalise the design of
this stream including its delivery
framework, guidelines for funding
rounds and grants allocations.
Sustainable Agriculture
encompasses all forms of
production, including agro-forestry,
grazing, horticulture, fisheries and
aquaculture. Funding will be
available to deliver national
priorities including innovation in
sustainable farm and fisheries
practices and increase the capacity of
land managers for improved natural
resource management.
This means support will be
available for projects such as trialling
and adopting practices that reduce
wind and water erosion; the
development of strong partnerships
and networks across regions or
industry sectors; field days
showcasing innovative sustainable
agricultural practices; activities to
reduce pollutants running into the
Great Barrier Reef; and local
community projects to better
manage our natural resources.
The stream will support innovative
practices and help Australian farmers
remain competitive and at the cutting
edge of sustainable food production.
This will assist in meeting the
challenges of water access,
greenhouse gas emissions and
managing their impact on the
environment.

We recognise that Australia’s ability
to produce food must be secure with
reduced impacts from pests, weeds
and biosecurity threats. We
understand the invaluable
contributions made by organisations
such as Landcare and its volunteers.
We will also work to support the
community and building its capacity.
The Sustainable Agriculture stream
complements other key agricultural
policies including the draft National
Food Plan, the Carbon Farming
Initiative and the Inter-

governmental Agreement on
Biosecurity.
The Australian Government has
committed more than $2 billion
over five years from July 2013 to the
Caring for our Country initiative.
The detailed design of the program
will be announced towards the end
of the year and I look forward to
sharing it with you.

■ For more information on the outcomes of the consultation visit
www.caringforourcountryreview.
com.au

Conference renews commitment to Landcare
“LANDCARE – the future in our
hands” was the theme of the National
Landcare Conference 2012 held in
Sydney in September.
Nearly 600 Landcarers and others
with a passion for sustaining the natural environment attended the event,
described by one delegate as “food for
thought and fuel for action”, in addition to the 250 people that watched
the conference online.
The Australian Government supported conference-inspired attendees
to consider and act on issues as
diverse as social media, climate
change, food security, and the future
of Landcare.
Assistant
Secretary
at
the
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry Michelle Lauder said it
allowed dedicated volunteers, sustainable producers and Landcare facilitators the opportunity to share their
knowledge and experiences.
“The sharing of ideas is central to
the success of Landcare and can lead
to communities working together, or
individuals managing their land sustainably,” Ms Lauder said.
“The conference provided pragmatic insights to Landcare around
Australia and identified new innovations in Landcare and sustainable
agriculture. It was very well received
by Landcare stakeholders and delegates, with many remarking that they
left the conference with revitalised

enthusiasm, pride and commitment.”
Reflecting this, over 95 per cent of
conference delegates said they would
apply what they have learnt at the
conference in their day to day lives.
“I found the information at the conference interesting and useful. I will
be passing on my experiences and
applying what I learnt within my
community,” one delegate from Cape
York said.
Key takeaways from the conference
included:
● the increasingly well-understood
linkages between agriculture and the
environment, and the role Landcare
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The conference also illustrated how
diverse perspectives—from the coast
to Indigenous communities, from
youth to farmers — can be brought
together for a common goal.
Conference highlights are now
available to watch on YouTube,
including:
● award-winning scientist Dr David
Suzuki providing an insightful look
at the changing climate and human
biology
● environmentalist Tim Flannery,
Woolworths representative Andrew
Hall and National Farmers’
Federation president Jock Laurie dis-

The sharing of ideas is central to the success of
Landcare and can lead to communities working
together, or individuals managing their land
sustainably
– Michelle Lauder, Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry

can play within this sphere
● a greater understanding of the way
Indigenous science and culture align
with natural resource management
● the need for consumers and urban
dwellers to better understand the
agricultural and environmental systems that provide for them and the
value of sustainably produced food
● the importance of elders in sharing experiences across generations
and between communities.

cussing the price, origins and quality
of food in Australia
● publisher Mia Freedman and
award-winning author Peter
FitzSimons explaining how Landcare
can benefit from engaging with the
fast paced and ‘sexed up’ world of
social media.
The 2012 National Landcare Awards
and the Bob Hawke Landcare Award,
sponsored by the Australian Government, were presented during the

conference at a gala dinner on 4 September.
“The awards night was a great success and a highlight of the conference,
celebrating the amazing work being
done across Australia,” Ms Lauder
said.
“The government recognises the
vital role played by the Landcare community in the delivery of on-ground
outcomes, the sharing of best practices and the promotion of the
Landcare ethic, and this was celebrated during the conference, particularly
on the Awards night.
“This is why the government is a key
supporter of Landcare and why we
are working to build the resilience of
this community movement.
“Under the first phase of Caring for
our Country, the government has
committed over $178 million to support Landcare activities. Landcare will
be further supported during the next
phase of Caring for our Country
where over $200 million has been
identified to build on and continue
this work.
“This funding will support
Landcare by raising awareness,
encouraging community engagement
and providing grants for community
groups and farmers.”
■ For further information
about the National Landcare
Conference, visit daff.gov.au/
landcareconference
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Making melons carbon efficient
By MATT
CAWOOD
NVIRONMENTALLY friendly
watermelons are the focus of a
new project being driven by the
Harvest Company, one of Australia’s
largest fruit marketers.
Funded by a Woolworths Fresh
Food Future grant administered by
Landcare Australia, the project’s goal
is to produce more melons with less
carbon pollution.
Three watermelon producers across
three States are submitting their
farms to a thorough analysis to determine how they can increase melon
production while reducing carbon
emissions.
Each farm is measuring the total
amount of energy used to grow melons – from sowing the seed through
to irrigating, fertilising, harvesting,
refrigerating and transporting the
melons to market.
The results will reveal energy
wastage ‘hot spots’ in the melon production systems, showing the producers where they can implement
new technology and production
methods to save energy and decrease
pollution.
Driving the project is Robert Gray,
general manager of the Harvest
Company, which has been supplying
Woolworths for more than 30 years
and markets 40,000 tonnes of seedless watermelons each year.
The melons are grown by Select
Melons Australia, a group made up of
about one-third of Australia’s melon
growers.
Three watermelon producers – in
the Northern Territory, Queensland
and New South Wales – are involved
in the 18-month project that began
in April 2012. Findings will be made
available to all growers associated
with Select Melons Australia.
Queensland producer Darryl
O’Leary expects the project to be of
enormous benefit to growers.
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“The information generated will
help us understand the potential to
produce more melons from the same
area of land, while reducing any negative impacts we might be having on
our environment,” he said.
“We’ll also get, for the first time, an
accurate understanding of the
amount of greenhouse gas emissions
being produced per kilogram of
melon.”
To reduce the carbon pollution
associated with watermelon production, the group first needs to measure
carbon use throughout the melon
supply chain and determine where
production efficiencies are possible.
Each grower will compile an inventory of all inputs and emissions
involved in the production of seedless watermelons – from the energy
required to pump irrigation water,
sow and harvest a crop, through to
the embodied energy in fertiliser and
pesticides, and the fossil fuel required
to package, transport and distribute
the melons and, finally, dispose of the
waste products.
“Once we have a full inventory of
energy use and carbon emissions for
the three growers, we will be able to
determine the ‘hot spots’ in the
melon production process and devise
ways to reduce these hot spots
through more efficient practices,” Mr
Gray said.
Pumping of irrigation water, freight
and nitrogen fertiliser are expected to
be the key hot spots.
Production information gathered
from the three producers will also
help highlight how energy use differs
regionally, and between different
melon production systems.
For example, the production system
on the Queensland melon farm relies
solely on rainfall while the growers in
New South Wales and the Northern
Territory have irrigation systems
powered by electricity and diesel.
Freight to market also differs for
each of the three producers. The

Efficient fruits offer market advantage
THE Harvest Company
watermelon project will draw on
carbon footprint expertise
developed in the wine industry.
The Australian Wine Research
Institute is developing the life
cycle analysis (LCA) for each of
the three melon properties.
“It’s important we don’t
reinvent the wheel in this project,
but instead value-add to work
already done in the LCA area,”
said the Harvest Company’s
general manager Robert Gray.

Northern Territory grower sends
melons across Australia to market,
while the Queensland grower ships
direct to Brisbane, just four hours
away.
“All these variants will be picked up
in the LCA and provide us with valuable information from which we can
start to lift production efficiencies,

“The Australian Wine Research
Institute has been involved in
determining LCAs for several
horticultural crops and they will
use this expertise to develop the
LCA for our seedless
watermelon system.”
With a push from retailers for
information about the
environmental sustainability of
food production, Mr Gray said
the carbon footprint project
would play an important part in
keeping the melon industry

ahead of the game.
“Carbon footprint labelling of
food is already being done in
Europe and it is probably
inevitable that Australia will
follow suit,” Mr Gray said.
“We need to deliver what the
customer wants, as this will give
us a marketing advantage.
“Pursuing efficiencies in the
melon production system also
makes perfect commercial
sense, especially now that
carbon has a price on it.”

save money and generate fewer carbon emissions,” Mr Gray said.
After analysing the LCAs, Mr Gray
and his team will develop ways to
reduce the carbon footprint across
the three systems.
Funding for the project will enable
growers to purchase equipment and
implement new production methods.

“While I don’t want to pre-empt the
project’s findings, I suspect we will be
looking at ways, for example, to make
irrigation pumping and refrigeration
more energy-efficient, and possibly
examining the role that regional
packing houses and delivery centres
might play in improving freight efficiencies,” Mr Gray said.

Conservation seeding rebates for research participation
Primary producers are now able to
participate in research and apply for
a 15 per cent refundable tax offset
(RTO) on the purchase of new conservation seeding equipment.
The equipment needs to be
installed and ready for use between 1
July 2012 and 30 June 2015. The
Government has changed the original eligibility requirements, so that
now primary producers who purchase just the seeder bar (‘tool’) will
be able to access the offset.

The initiative is designed to encourage conservation agricultural practices
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
increase soil carbon and maintain productivity. The RTO is part of the
Carbon Farming Futures Program
under the Australian Government’s
Securing a Clean Energy Future plan.
To claim the offset, producers need
to:
● Purchase and install a new, eligible conservation tillage seeder
● Fill out an application form

● Receive a Research Participation
Certificate; and
● Claim the offset in their tax return.
An eligible seeder is a no–till seeder
that is:
● a tine machine fitted with minimum tillage points to achieve minimum soil disturbance and less than
full cut–out (e.g. narrow points,
knife points or inverted ’T’ points)
● a disc opener with single, double
or triple disc blades designed to
achieve minimum soil disturbance

2012 National Landcare Awards are proudly supported by
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and less than full cut-out

● a disc/tine hybrid machine with

single, double or triple disc arrangements fitted with minimum tillage
points to achieve minimum soil disturbance and less than full cut–out
(e.g. narrow points, knife points or
inverted ‘T’ points)
● a disc/blade hybrid machine with
single, double or triple disc arrangements fitted with blades to achieve
minimum soil disturbance and less
than full cut–out.

Where the seeder unit is a configuration of a cart and tool, producers
can claim the RTO on the seeder bar
and air–cart. New air–carts are only
eligible when they are purchased in
combination with a new seeder bar.
The RTO does not apply to new
air–carts that are used with existing
seeder bars.

■ For more information visit the
DAFF website www.daff.gov.au or
call the Conservation Tillage RTO
Hotline, 1800 108 760.

●●●●

5

Community awarded for land care
By MATT
CAWOOD
ANDCARE projects from across
the country were celebrated at
the 2012 National Landcare
Awards, held in early September at a
gala awards dinner in Sydney.
Hosted by Channel Nine personality
and Landcare ambassador, Catriona
Rowntree, the Landcare Week celebration was also attended by Minister for
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry,
Joe Ludwig, former Prime Minister
Bob Hawke, and Landcare ambassador Jack Thompson.
The biennial awards ceremony celebrates the work of the Landcare community across twelve diverse categories including coastcare, urban,
indigenous and innovation in sustainable farm practices.
Fourteen awards in total were presented at the event, including the
People’s Choice Award, decreed by
public vote, and the inaugural Bob
Hawke Landcare Award, which was
won by New South Wales dairy
farmer, Lynne Strong.
Winning projects include Running
Creek Feed Test Station based in
Rathdowney, Queensland, which
won the Australian Government
Innovation in Sustainable Farm
Practices Award for its work giving
the cattle industry the means to produce more beef with less grass or
grain.
Western Australia’s North Dandalup Primary won the Westpac
Education Award for its extensive
integration of environmental education into the school’s curriculum and
into the culture of the school and
wider community, while Megan
Rowlatt of Illawarra Youth Landcare
in New South Wales won the Be

L

Natural Young Landcare Leader
Award for her work recruiting young
people into the Landcare community.
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry Joe Ludwig said the
event was a chance to acknowledge
Landcare volunteers from across the
country, not just those being honoured with awards.
“The National Landcare Awards
celebrate the achievements of what is
a hugely important and active community movement,” he said.
“Landcare has grown from strength
to strength and the work of the
Landcare community is vital to the
sustainability and preservation of
our natural resources.
“I congratulate all of the 2012
National Landcare Award winners
and finalists for their hard work and
contribution to the movement.”
CEO of Landcare Australia Heather
Campbell said the 88 finalists can be
proud of their achievements.
“Celebrating the strength and
diversity of the Landcare movement
is what Landcare Week and the
National Landcare Awards is all
about,” she said.
“That such an array of outstanding
projects was represented at this year’s
National Landcare Awards is a testament to that strength, and I would
like to congratulate winners and
finalists alike for the work they are
doing to help keep the movement
alive.”
The National Landcare Awards took
place as part of the National
Landcare Conference, held at the
Sydney Convention and Exhibition
Centre, Darling Harbour.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Joe Ludwig, Landcare Ambassador Catriona Rowntree and the winner of the
Australian Government Individual Landcarer Award Chris Scott.

■ To read more about the winners,
visit www.landcareonline.com.au/
nationalawards

Victorian project rehabilitating land for urban growth
A GEELONG project is redefining the
concept of urban development, building houses and habitat together by creating what may be the largest urban
park to appear in Victoria in a century.
The Batesford South area has been
identified as offering a new suburb
for growth in close proximity to
Geelong’s CBD – plus more.
Through rehabilitation of the
Batesford cement quarry, plans are
afoot to build the suburb around a
high conservation value urban park.
Bronte Payne, Local Landcare Coordinator in the Geelong region for
over 23 years, is understandably
excited about the prospect.
“Several years back, Adelaide Brighton and the McCann family approached us at Local Landcare with their

vision of how the old limestone quarry,
west of Geelong, and its surrounds,
might be developed when the mine
ceases,” he said.
“The quarry will be transformed
into a new fresh water lake covering
some 223 hectares and become habitat for many species of bird and
aquatic life.”
“There will be a total of 428
hectares of rehabilitated and restored
woodlands and grasslands, requiring
the planting of 300,000 trees, shrubs
and grasses. You would have to travel
a long way to find a bigger revegetation project.”
You would also have to go back more
than 100 years to find the ambition
for an urban park on this scale.
The proposed Batesford South re-

development will include significant
stretches of the Barwon and Moorabool rivers.
It will also provide an environmentally important corridor, all the way from
Fyansford to Batesford and eventually

‘

“Agriculturally, it is very difficult
land to manage due to these disturbances. It makes sense that when
planning urban growth corridors we
should be using our most degraded
and exhausted landscapes first,

It makes sense that when planning urban growth
corridors we should be using our most degraded and
exhausted landscapes first, before surrendering
productive agricultural land to urban development

all the way to the Brisbane Ranges – in
all, a magnificent extension to existing
recreational sites in the area.
“A large proportion of this area has
been subject to over 100 years of
quarrying and site disturbance,” Mr
Payne said.

before surrendering productive agricultural land to urban development.”
The close proximity of the site to
Geelong’s CBD has important environmental implications, as it connects to existing transport and infrastructure. The Geelong Ring Road on

the project’s eastern border provides
direct access to Melbourne and the
Surf Coast, and there are two nearby
highways leading to Ballarat and
Hamilton that will also reduce the
need for additional infrastructure – a
significant environmental benefit.
“I can see myself now on a sunny
day standing high above the lake with
breathtaking beauty all around –
woodlands and rivers all to explore
or just to take the dog for a walk,”
said Mr Payne.
The G21 Regional Growth Plan,
focusing on growth in Geelong, is
one of eight plans currently being
developed across Victoria.

■ For more information,
visit the website at
www.batesfordsouth.com.au

MAKE PAPER BILLS HISTORY
FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN $5000
BPAY View® is the environmentally friendly way to get your household bills. It delivers
them electronically, direct to your online banking account where you can see, pay and
store them. Look for the BPAY View or View Bills section in your online banking account,
register your bills and you’ll be in the draw to win $5000.

BPAY Payments are offered by over 150 BPAY Payer Institutions. Contact your ﬁnancial institution to see if it offers BPAY and/or BPAY View and to get the terms and conditions or Product Disclosure Statement (PDS). This is general advice – before using BPAY and/or BPAY View please review the PDS and consider whether
BPAY and/or BPAY View is appropriate for your personal circumstances. Promotion starts 9/9/12. Ends 10am AEDST 31/3/13. 1 entry per person. Draw at 1/3 Green St. Brookvale NSW on 8/4/13 at 5pm. Winner in The Australian on 29/04/13. Prize: $5,000. Promoter: BPAY Pty Limited (ABN 69 079 137 518) of 4/3 Rider
Blvd, Rhodes NSW. NSW LTPS/12/7161, TP12/3258. See www.lastpaperbillauction.com.au for full Terms and Conditions.
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Climate focus
for greening
assignment
N TASMANIA, an ambitious revegetation program developed by
Greening Australia seeks to not only
repair existing degradation, but is looking ahead to address the impact of climate change.
Greening Australia and a team of scientists are exploring how vegetation
corridors can be designed to become
escape routes for species that need to
move upland as the climate warms, and
what sort of species mix will best withstand climate change.
Along the way, the project will assess
the potential of “biodiversity carbon” –
carbon sequestered for the long-term in
plantings that aim to build biodiversity
in the landscape while delivering a
financial return.
It is one of the most ambitious projects of its kind in the world, built on
about $1 million in government funding and more than $300,000 in private
funds.
It will form the basis of what will
potentially be a century of research by
the University of Tasmania.
The project began with three low-rainfall sites in Tasmania’s Midlands, covering a combined 100 hectares under 130year covenants.
Funds are in place to expand the project to 1000ha on land made available by
Midlands landholders.
Greening Australia Tasmania’s chief
executive Jonathan Duddles explained
that landholder agreements are in place
to share costs and carbon credits returns
with the landholders.
Landholders provide a proportion of
the fencing as well as land under the
agreement.
Mr Duddles thinks carbon returns
should be attractive, given the land
being restored is of low agricultural
value.
“We’ve got about 20 past plantings in
these areas that are about 30 years old,”
he said.
“We’ve calculated how much carbon is
growing in similar plantings, and how
much is in mature dry remnants.
“Our models suggest we could grow
about 400 tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalents per hectare over the first 25
years.”
The National Carbon Accounting
Toolkit model is more conservative,
indicating about 250t/ha/CO2-e under
the same conditions.

I

Mr Duddles remained optimistic that
the Tasmanian models provided a good
estimate of carbon sequestration capability.
And, he said, neither model accounted
for below-ground carbon sequestration.
That’s something he hoped would
develop later.
The project’s plantings are biodiverse,
but not random.
Species in the initial plantings have
been planted in detailed experiments
that will reveal how seedlings grown
from trees from a wide range of sites of
origin compete when grown together at
a single site.
“We might have a plot that has eucalypts with acacias, or eucalypts with
allocasuarina, and different mixes of
grasses and understorey,” Mr Duddles
said.
“They hypothesis is that different
plants use their resources in different
ways; we’re trying to work out what is
the best structure to maximise carbon
sequestration for that area.
“We’ve done ‘before’ measurements of
carbon, and we plan to be doing ‘after’
measurements for the next 100 years.
“It will be really interesting to see
which mixes do best over the next 20
years.”
With future climate change in mind,
the project managers are also re-examining the idea that plants of local provenance are best suited to local revegetation projects.
Seed from two eucalypt species, pauciflora and tenuiramis, have been collected from sites throughout Tasmania and
on the mainland as far north as the Blue
Mountains, west of Sydney.
With the provenance of every seed
noted, the project researchers will monitor the trees’ performance for clues on
how provenance affects yield in a changing climate.
“We’re already seeing that the genetic
material collected from areas of lower
altitude and lower rainfall are performing the best, which might be the first
indication of a climate change effect on
yield,” Mr Duddles said.
The next stage will take the principles
learned from the initial 100ha out to a
1000ha pilot project, itself a preliminary
to “industrial-scale” revegetation work
over what the project partners intend to
be about 100,000ha of the Midlands in
the next 30 years.

Bridging the Midlands’ dry gap
HOW do we restore the
connections between
fragmented pieces of
bushland left isolated by past
clearing?
That’s what Greening
Australia and its supporting
agencies are investigating in
Tasmania’s Midlands – and
they have a plan to do
something about it.
“In the face of climate
change, species will tend to
move from east to west,
toward cooler and moister
climates, but they can’t move
across the dry valley of the
Midlands,” said Greening
Australia Tasmania’s chief
executive Jonathan Duddles.
Computer modelling has
been used to determine the
lowest-cost ways of
connecting the Western Tiers

to the Eastern Tiers, the two
ranges between which the
Midlands sits.
“We’re aiming to build
stepping-stones that will allow
species to move along the
valley – kilometre-wide
corridors or paddock-sized
blocks.
“Our ultimate goal is to
identify about 100,000ha in
the Midlands that should
never have been cleared in
the first place, and put it into
to biodiversity carbon
plantings that give a return to
the landholder while
supporting species movement
across the landscape.”
Building those connections
may take 30 years, but the
project partners are already
well advanced on the research
that will point towards the

best way of making it happen.
Others are recognising the
importance of the plan, and
the project’s rigor.
The Tasmanian Government
and Australian Research
Council have between them
put in about $1 million, and
private businesses Pennicott
Wilderness Journeys, Octagon
Australia and Stornoway have
jointly contributed more than
$300,000.
The Ian Potter Foundation
and the Australian
Government Biodiversity Fund
are supporting the second
stage.
Pictured are Archana Gauli
(UTAS PhD candidate) and
Greening Australia restoration
ecologist Tanya Bailey
measuring growth rates after
the first year.
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Carers unite for river awareness
By JACINTA
CUMMINS
ORE than 60 Landcare volunteers and supporters came
together over five days in
September to paddle down the
Hawkesbury-Nepean River as part of
Landcare Week celebrations.
The “Source to Sea” campaign raises awareness of the Landcare work
along the river and allows participants to see the river from a different
angle while giving a clear snapshot of
which areas are struggling from certain conditions or impacts.
This third “Source to Sea” for the
Hawkesbury Nepean area was modelled on the inaugural “Source to
Sea” held in 2008 along Victoria’s
Yarra River.
The paddlers set out from Navua
Reserve, Grose Wold on September 5
and finished in sight of the sea at
Brooklyn on September 9.
Regional Landcare Facilitator with
the Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment
Management Authority Vanessa Keyzer said the trip raised the profile of
Landcare in the region and highlighted the excellent contribution that
volunteers made.
“We had a core group of five paddlers who paddled every day, with
our oldest member well into his 80s,”
she said.
“There was a mix of grassroots volunteers and those who are more
involved at an official level.
“It was a great way to celebrate all
their efforts.
“Often volunteers or a group will

M

Ready, set, paddle: The group sets out in the sunshine on day one of the five-day Landcare celebration.
work on their little patch in isolation
without seeing how their efforts contribute to the bigger picture.
“One of the best things to come out
of the trip was to see that exchange of
knowledge between different volunteers based in different areas.”
The group stopped along the way to
meet with other landcare groups or
hear individuals share their story
about what can be done to maintain
or improve the Hawkesbury River’s
health.
The paddlers also had the chance to
get their hands dirty by planting trees

with the Hawkesbury Rainforest
Network at the University of Western
Sydney’s Riverfarm site in Richmond
and helping the Macmasters Beach
Surf Lifesaving Club volunteers clean
up rubbish at Brooklyn.
The group heard from prawn trawler
Mary Howard about how the Hawkesbury River’s health has a direct influence on her family’s business.
“Mary shared how water quality
affects not only her business, but also
oyster farms in the area,” Ms Keyzer
said.
“She is very passionate about

Landcare and working to keep the
river clean upstream because she
knows firsthand how the river’s
health is so crucial for her industry’s
success.
“Mary pointed out that there are
still misconceptions about the industry and how this allows for conservation activities which can sometimes
have a negative impact on the industry, whereas she’d rather be working
hand in hand with conservation
activity.”
Ms Keyzer said the trip was a great
success and plans were already

underway for the 2013 paddle expedition.
“This was about uniting all the different people working along the river
and giving them a chance to share
their story,” she said.
“It’s a wonderful feeling to be able
to do that.
“Rather than just being one group
working by itself to make a difference, it encourages volunteers by
showing them that there are actually
a lot more people out there doing the
same and together they make a big
difference.”

Fresh funding for farm futures
include the establishment of cropping trials, demonstration sites, and
knowledge sharing field days.
Many farmers and growers will
potentially benefit from the research
to be undertaken with assistance
from the grants.
Woolworths General Manager of
Fresh Food Pat McEntee believes that
the Fresh Food Future program is an
excellent way for Woolworths to continue investing into the Australian
agricultural sector.
“It’s fantastic to see the range of
innovative projects that Woolworths
is funding through our Fresh Food
Future program,” Mr McEntee said.
“I very much look forward to witnessing the projects’ effects on the
sustainability of their respective
farming operations, and the wider
farming community as research is

undertaken and knowledge is shared.”
Landcare Australia CEO Heather
Campbell is delighted to see such an
array of projects in diverse farming sectors and locations being funded.
“It’s very impressive to see such a
variety of organisations and groups
being funded, with projects in the
South Australian viticulture sector
and Queensland sugar cane industry
sitting alongside each other.
"They both have the common goal
of undertaking research to discover
new ways of minimising the impact
that their operations have on the natural environment.”
Further information about the
Woolworths Fresh Food Future program and other recently funded projects can be found on www.landcareonline.com.au

Spicers and Landcare Australia recreate

Spicers have contributed to date over half a million dollars to Landcare Australia
and are excited to continue this approach to the environment.
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Spicers and its customers are rewarded by witnessing the continued increase of
biodiversity throughout these sites during our annual planting days. These events
are funded through the purchase of the Revive Recycled range of papers which are
FSC certified and carbon neutral.
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The Spicers Recreate program, in partnership with Landcare Australia, now ventures into
its ninth year of helping aid communities across Australia in the restoration and ongoing
maintenance of degraded landscape sites.
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SUSTAINABLE agriculture projects
across five States have received a
funding boost through an alliance
between Woolworths and Landcare
Australia.
As part of the Woolworths Fresh
Food Future program, $165,000 was
awarded to the eleven farming groups
whose projects focus on improving
water use efficiency, nutrient management or the carbon footprint of
farming.
The funding will help improve farm
efficiency and reduce input costs,
resulting in improved sustainability.
Successful organisations funded
through the grants program include
Herbert Cane Productivity Services
in Queensland, Granite Borders Landcare Committee in NSW, and the
Organic Coalition of Tasmania.
The projects being undertaken will

spicers.com.au
X17075217
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Caring for our land is for everyone
HE grassroots environmental
movement we call Landcare is
being championed through a
new campaign called LIFE – Landcare
Is For Everyone.
The campaign uses 3D animation
to illustrate the diversity of the
Landcare movement, demonstrating
how caring for life on the land benefits all creatures.
The concept for the campaign was
developed by advertising heavyweight
Mark Collis with the animation by
Mighty Nice, whose previous campaigns include The Girl Effect for Girl
Effect Organisation and The Adventures of Harry Ficus for WWF & FSC.

T

‘

is truly inspiring, and the story really
told itself,” he said.
“From swooping high with the
birds to a magnified ant, our animation illustrates the far-reaching
effects of Landcare’s role in our
country and beyond. It was a delight
to work with such a passionate client,
and Mighty Nice is proud to be a part
of this campaign.”
Landcare Australia chief executive
Heather Campbell, believes this campaign is the best way to demonstrate
just how wide-reaching the Landcare
movement is.
“You can be a Landcarer in many
different ways, either as an individual

The key point for people to recognise is that
Landcare is about caring for the land to help it
sustain us into the future – and it’s up to everyone
to get involved
– Heather Campbell, Landcare Australia CEO

The website was developed by
WiTH Collective.
The multi-channel campaign was
launched in September at the 2012
National Landcare Conference in
Sydney and comprises of a two
minute film for online, a sixty second
TVC, a radio ad voiced by Landcare
ambassador Jack Thompson, print
and online advertising as well as a
website.
Darren Price, director of Mighty
Nice is proud to have been involved
in working on a campaign for such
an iconic environmental brand.
“The sheer scale of Landcare’s great
work for Australia at first appeared
an overwhelming task to communicate, but their grassroots movement

or part of a group. People can easily
get involved by attending events like
National Tree Day or Clean Up
Australia Day, planting a veggie garden, joining a group of volunteers to
clean a local beach or reserve, or by
integrating sustainable farm practices into their own properties,” she
explained.
“The key point for people to recognise is that Landcare is about caring
for the land to help it sustain us into
the future – and it’s up to everyone to
get involved.”
LIFE is about incorporating
Landcare into our everyday lives.
Whether you live in a city or a one
pub town, on the beach or on a station, in the Top End or the Island

ABOVE and LEFT: Stills from new
television advertisements for
Landcare’s LIFE campaign.
State, LIFE is designed to give you
ideas on what you can do or how you
can join others in caring for the land
and our environment.
Because after all, the land is the reason we exist and the reason we continue to survive.
Landcare is LIFE. Landcare is For
Everyone.
■ For more information or to view
the two minute film, visit
www.landcarelife.com.au

Qantas helps to boost
Tasmanian waterways
WATERWAYS in southern Tasmania have
received some much-needed care, thanks
to the Qantas Foundation’s support of
Landcare Australia.
Over 2009 and 2010, the Foundation
helped five Landcare groups address
waterway degradation.
Many waterways in the region have
been degraded by pollution, littering,
clearance of native vegetation and invasion of environmental weeds.
Distributed through umbrella organisation Southern Coastcare Association of
Tasmania Incorporated (SCAT), the
funding engaged five local volunteer
groups in protecting and repairing their

“local patch,” inspiring residents to value
and care for their local waterways.
On-ground works included revegetation, primary weed removal, rubbish
removal, construction of pedestrian walk
ways and placement of boulders to
reduce vehicle access.
Neale Mathews from Bellerive Bluff
Land and Coastcare Group said the project brought community and government
agencies together in recognition that they
needed to address degradation.
LEFT: Southern Coastcare Association of
Tasmania (SCAT) at work.

TELSTRA PEOPLE ACROSS AUSTRALIA
CONNECTING WITH LANDCARE
Telstra has joined forces with Landcare Australia to support our unique
landscape, and to help protect and repair our precious environment.
From dune care to urban bush regeneration to improving riparian
habitat and protecting our waterways, more than 260 Telstra employees
volunteered their time with local landcare groups across Australia to
connect and really make a difference to their “backyards”.
Volunteering - Sustainability in action at Telstra.
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A good Egg on Tasmania’s coast
By LIZ
COTTON
NSURING Landcare’s voice is
heard by everyone in the community has delivered a raft of
environmental wins for National
Landcare Award nominee Gwen Egg
and the South East Tasmania region
she works for.
Passionate about the environment
and community from an early age,
Ms Egg has been a leader in community coastal action in Tasmania for
the past two decades.
Her efforts earned her a nomination for the Australian Government
Individual Landcarer category in the
2012 National Landcare Awards.
Ms Egg’s achievements to date include protecting and enhancing 27
kilometres of coastline and two small
islands near Dodges Ferry in Tasmania’s South East, establishing the
Dodges Ferry/Carlton Landcare Group,
now called Southern Beaches Landcare/Coastcare (SBL/C), and negotiating joint management plans with
land managers for more than a dozen
council reserves.
Growing up among six siblings and
parents who “wanted their children
to explore the great outdoors”, Ms
Egg’s childhood led to a lifelong love
of the natural environment.
She moved to Tasmania in 1991 and
arrived with a wave of development.
Her new home, the small “shack village” of Dodges Ferry, was transitioning to a commuter town.
Concerned about the impact of residential development on the fragile
local ecosystem, Ms Egg established
the Dodges Ferry/Carlton Landcare
Group.
She was the convener of the Group
for the first 15 years and is now the
Group’s secretary.
“We try to work out solutions that
are as easy as possible for members of
the community to work with and
always take on feedback and advice,”
Ms Egg said.
“By making the right choice easier –
be it by using a designated access way
to the beach instead of ‘home-made’
tracks, or by not putting green waste
on reserve areas – we have found the
support from the community has
been overwhelmingly positive and
the results to the environment much
easier to achieve.

E

Gwen Egg and Marina Campbell on Maatsuyker Island.
“We have also taken an informed and
strategic approach to our on-ground
activities, which has seen us develop
numerous management strategies and
action plans and undertake many
surveys and mapping and monitoring activities in a time where this
kind of work was not really heard of.”
Gwen’s collaborative nature has

‘

Photo: David Hugo

Southern Coastcare Association of
Tasmania, and the umbrella for a
number of other landcare and environment groups.
“One of the most exciting things is
seeing young people and members of
the community look at sustainability
and environmental awareness from a
number of different angles – for

We try to work out solutions that are as
easy as possible for members of the
community to work with and always
take on feedback and advice

helped SBL/C foster strong partnerships with all levels of government
and through the community.
Under her leadership, SBL/C also
became a founding member of the

– Gwen Egg
instance, through the development of
a local produce market, a community
garden and a provenance or local
botanical garden which serves to
educate people about local and

regional native species and wildlife,”
Ms Egg said.
“It certainly makes me feel very
positive about the future for our
region.”
Ms Egg is a well-known fibre artist
and teacher who uses her art to teach
the broader community about Coastcare and Landcare issues.
Through artist residencies at schools
and her involvement in many festivals, exhibitions and workshops, she
has shared the Landcare ethic with
thousands of school children, community groups, neighbourhood houses and art groups.
“By working together, we can achieve more and while working together can seem hard at times, I really
believe if a goal is worth fighting for,
the effort and challenges are justified.”
For the first half of 2012, Ms Egg
and her partner became caretakers of
Maatsuyker Island, a wild and remote

place about 10km off Tasmania’s
rugged south-west coast.
The island is 3km long and 1.5km
wide at its widest point and covers
180 hectares.
Part of the South West National Park,
and a Tasmanian Wilderness World
Heritage Area, it is also home to Australia’s most southerly lighthouse.
The pair were self-sufficient, but also
frequently found themselves giving
advice and information to cruising
yachts and kayakers.
Their work included some maintenance on the island’s buildings, which
involved “light native vegetation control” on plants that were reclaiming
some of the buildings.
■ For more information on Southern
Beaches Landcare/Coastcare or
Friends of Maatsuyker Island, email
southernbeacheslandcoastcare@
gmail.com or
wildcaremaatsuyker@gmail.com

Making a superb difference for endangered parrot
OLD mobile phones have helped a
group extend the habitat of the
endangered superb parrot.
Since 1992, a group of more than 20
landholders in the Picola-BarmahNathalia region of northern Victoria
have systematically planted, and
more recently direct seeded, more
than 400 hectares of their own land
to expand the parrot’s habitat.
MobileMuster, Australia’s official
mobile phone recycling program, has
provided funding for new plantings
and the planting of native parrotfriendly trees in remnant vegetation.
The project reduced the fragmented
nature of a number of the parrot’s
foraging corridors and helped the
wider community to get involved.
The project sites are within a crucial
foraging corridor 10 kilometres from
the established Barmah National
Park – a Red Gum forest of international significance.
The now endangered superb parrot

once ranged as far south as the
Dandenong Ranges but is now confined in Victoria to a few nesting
sites, most of which lie within the
Barmah Forest.
A large and beautiful bird, the parrot needs to feed its very demanding
young for a number of months.
The destruction of its foraging sites
and its highly specialised nesting
requirements have led to a dramatic
decline in its numbers and range.
With help from MobileMuster, 5500
native plants were propagated from
seed and planted at community
planting days.
About 59 volunteers have been
involved in the project, donating over
400 hours of their time.
The Superb Parrot group also held
two community events, including a
bus excursion to visit nearby sites,
and a bird survey of the area.
This project attracted new landowners to participate in this Landcare

project, and offered an excellent
opportunity for new community
members and long term residents to
work alongside each other – with
morning tea and lunch breaks providing a relaxed opportunity to share
stories.
The plantings will take three to five
years to become established.
Results from earlier revegetation
projects have shown an increase in
non-targeted native species returning
to the area, with the expectation that
the superb parrot will follow.
“The Superb Parrot Project appreciates the support of MobileMuster
to help fund this farmer-based and
community-supported revegetation
work,” said Philippa Schapper, coordinator of the Superb Parrot
Group.
“It also helped develop greater
understanding of the need for all our
members to develop an ability to tell
their Superb Parrot story.”

The Superb Parrot Project has planted 5500 native plants to help re-establish a
foraging corridor for the endangered superb parrot with the help of MobileMuster.
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Pioneer dairy
farmer snags
rare gong
VICTORIAN dairy farmer and
Landcare pioneer has been
given a rare accolade, the
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF)
Award of Honour.
Alex Arbuthnot AM, of Nambrok in
Gippsland, was presented with his
award by NFF President Jock Laurie
at the Art of Farming cocktail function in Canberra, as part of the NFF’s
2012 National Congress.
Mr Laurie congratulated Mr
Arbuthnot on becoming only the
11th recipient of the award in its 25
year history.
“The NFF Award of Honour was
introduced in 1987 to recognise those
individuals who have made a significant contribution to the development of a strong, progressive and
sustainable farming sector in Aust-

A

ralia, and to the NFF,” Mr Laurie said.
“The award is not granted every
year – it is only presented when the
NFF family recognise the need to
acknowledge an outstanding recipient for their contribution. Tonight,
that recipient is Alex Arbuthnot,
whose life has been dedicated to
campaigning for rural people, helping to grow Australia’s dynamic
farming sector, and to contributing
to both the Victorian Farmers
Federation (VFF) and the NFF.
“On behalf of the NFF and our
members, I extend my congratulations to Alex,” Mr Laurie said.
From his 500 cow dairy farm near
Sale, and following a long involvement in the VFF, Alex became the
first dairy farmer to be elected as VFF
President in 1989.

LEFT: Alex
Arbuthnot AM
and National
Farmers
Federation
president,
Jock Laurie.

Alex’s involvement with the VFF led
to a strong association with the NFF,
with Alex serving as Chair of the
NFF’s Conservation Committee and
working closely with then Executive
Director Rick Farley. With Rick, Alex
was heavily involved in the establishment of the historic partnership
between the NFF and the Australian
Conservation Foundation that led to

the establishment of Landcare
Australia.
Alex’s selfless contribution to Australian agriculture and to Landcare was
acknowledged in 1998, when he was
awarded an Order of Australia medal.
Today, Alex remains involved in
both agricultural representation and
Landcare.
He is a Director of Landcare

Australia Limited and has represented the NFF on the Australian
Landcare Council. Alex sits on the
NFF Mining and Coal Seam Gas
Taskforce
and
VFF
Land
Management Committee, is a member of the Victorian Minister’s
Climate Change Adaptation Panel
and the current chair of the National
Blackberry Taskforce.

Pentland Hills plants plenty
Funding from the grant received from
Landcare Australia and CSL also assisted with
the purchase of a marquee for Pentland Hills
Landcare Group, to be used for a range of activities into the future.
Other partners involved included Friends of
Werribee Gorge and Long Forest Mallee, Port
Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority’s Grow West Project and
Melbourne
Water’s
Stream
Frontage
Management Program.
The event was also well supported by the local
community, with the Lions Club of Bacchus
Marsh providing ample catering and students
from Myrniong Primary School and Bacchus
Marsh College chipping in at the planting.
The Pentland Hills Landcare Group also welcomed Victorian Minister for Environment and
Climate Change, Ryan Smith, who launched the
Moorabool Landcare Network as part of the festivities.
“The day was a fantastic example of what a community can do with the support of landholders,
local schools and corporate organisations such as
CSL and CitiPower Powercor,” said President of
Pentland Hills Landcare and event co-ordinator
Anthony Dufty.
“We were proud to host such a successful day

Enthusiastic planters David Koch, David O’Brien (back), with Max Coster, Douglass Devlin, Molly Powell,
Ryan Smith MP and Connor Tangey.
and thank the community members and
Landcare Australia for their support.”
The Myrniong and Korkuperrimul Biolink
Project began in 2010 as a visionary project that
sought to improve, extend and protect native
habitat along 33 kilometres of creeks and tributaries between the Lederderg and Werribee
Gorge State Parks.

This was being achieved by fencing out livestock, revegetating degraded areas and protecting remnant vegetation.
The Pentland Hills Landcare Group efforts
were recognised recently when it won the 2012
Port Phillip and Western Port Landcare Award
for Community Group Caring for Private
Land.

TL1870932

ON A day in early August, 300 volunteers descended upon two properties west of Melbourne to
plant 10,500 native trees, shrubs and grasses.
The Pentland Hills Community Planting Day
is the flagship event for the 50-plus members of
the landcare group.
The day forms part of a larger project for the
group: connecting the Lederderg State Park
with Werribee Gorge State Park as part of the
Myrniong and Korkuperrimul Biolink Project.
Getting together nearly 300 volunteers on the
Devlin and McLean properties in Myrniong for
the planting day was a great success.
Volunteers came from a diverse range of backgrounds – students from local schools, international students studying at Monash University
and employees from CSL gave their time as part
of the ‘GivingforGood’ program.
Pentland Hills Landcare also warmly welcomed other volunteers who had chosen to
attend after hearing about the project.
The day was made possible through a range of
partnerships and grants.
The Pentland Hills Landcare Group received
funding through Landcare Australia’s partnerships with CitiPower Powercor and CSL, which
supported the day and ensured all the plants
got in the ground.
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In Brief
Green awards: The inaugural Green
Lifestyle Awards (formerly G Magazine)
held in Sydney in September recognised
ecostore Australia for its exceptional
home cleaning range.
It was the first award of its type won by
ecostore in Australia, where the brand is
steadily raising its profile. Its founders
Malcolm and Melanie Rands said it was a
“great honour” to be recognised.
The Green Lifestyle Awards recognise
companies, products and people who are
leading the way toward a cleaner and
green living environment.

Junior carers competition:

A student from Wagga Wagga Public School with a broccoli plant grown in the school’s garden.

Taking sustainability home
FTER Wagga Wagga Public
School received a 2012 Coles
Junior Landcare Garden Grant
to improve their sustainability practices and gardens, students took their
learning home.
“The Crow Patch” vegetable and
bush tucker garden project was an
experience that inspired students
to not only be sustainable at school,
but after hours too.
The Coles grant enabled Wagga
Wagga Public School to purchase a
worm farm, compost bin and six
recycled material raised garden beds.
A working bee was held with about
50 parents and friends to help install
new soil into the garden patch and
assist with planting of seedlings.

A

Students propogated and planted
seedlings, constructed a scarecrow,
installed a worm farm and compost
and learned about water conservation by watering the veggie garden
from tank water.
Some took home their new-found
enthusiasm, starting up worm farms
or composting systems.
Students particularly enjoyed harvesting the veggies and conducting a
“Junior Masterchef ” competition,
making heaps of healthy salads.
Through this exercise, the Coles
Junior Landcare Garden Grant has
taught students the importance of
eating healthy foods – which they
have discovered are tasty too.
A highlight of the project was a visit

by local Aboriginal Elders during
NAIDOC Week to help plant and
educate students about native flora
for the new bush tucker garden.
The Keep Australia Beautiful Tidy
Towns Awards assessed the sustainability projects run at Wagga Wagga
Public School, offering advice – and
compliments – on the gardens.
A local Landcare group member
also provides ongoing support and
advice on the gardens and sustainability practices.
The outcomes of the project will roll
into the future with students now discussing how to extend The Crow Patch
and Bush Tucker garden next year in
different parts of the school grounds.
William Dorrell, Wagga Wagga

Public School Teacher, thanked Coles
and Landcare Australia for assisting
the school “to educate students about
sustainability practices – after all,
they are our future”.
Since 2008 Coles has been providing School Garden Grants of up to
$1000 to schools and youth groups to
help create gardens in their grounds
or community, such as bush tucker
gardens, water wise gardens or veggie
gardens.
The list of the most recent Coles
Junior Landcare Garden Grant recipients can be found on www
.juniorlandcare.com.au and applications for the first round of grants
in 2013 close at 5pm (AEDT) on
February 15.

Testing the waters at Peel-Harvey
CONCERN for the health of the PeelHarvey estuary system in Western
Australia could lead to fertiliser savings
for farmers.
As with many estuaries around the
world, there are ever-increasing pressures on the Peel-Harvey’s natural
assets. Urban development and agricultural production are contributing
to a decline in water quality and soil
condition.
The Peel-Harvey coastal catchment,
extending from Rockingham in the
north to Harvey in the south, is
recognised internationally for its biodiversity and the Ramsar-listed PeelYalgorup System wetlands, which are
home to a range of migratory birds.
One of the causes of declining
health in the waterways is excess
phosphorus running off from farms
in the catchment.
Excess phosphorus in waterways
can cause algae to grow prolifically.
As algae blooms and dies, it consumes oxygen, which in turn reduces
the amount available to other organisms for respiration.
Oxygen depletion can then lead to

fish kills and dead zones in water
bodies.
A two year research project, headed
by Associate Professor Megan Ryan
of the University of Western Australia
(UWA), will examine the dynamics
of phosphorus in the Peel-Harvey
region to assess ways of reducing
phosphorus loss from farms.
“The project aims to gain a better
understanding of the movement of
phosphorus through the landscape
and the processes that control the
movement,” said Professor Ryan.
“It’s hoped improved understanding
will allow for more informed development and testing of management
practices, which could provide economic benefits for farm managers, and
reduce phosphorus loss into waterways and the Peel Harvey Estuary.”
In 2011, three field sites were established, including one at a commercial
farm.
At each site, researchers measured
groundwater levels and its characteristics, including phosphorus load and
changes in soil and plant phosphorus
levels.

In 2012 the project has expanded to
include another commercial farming
enterprise.
Neil Bruce, Coolup, who owns one
of the participating farms, said, “It’s
promising to see a co-ordinated effort
between agricultural scientists, farmers and natural resource managers
because collectively, I believe we are
all looking to achieve the same goals.
“If we can better understand the
mechanisms influencing soil, water
and plant health within this landscape, and agree that collectively we
are all looking to achieve the same
outcomes, then this research will
provide us with a good platform to
move forward,” he said.
Kevin Dilley, another farmer in the
region said the project was encouraging.
“With declining rainfall and less
fertiliser use in the Peel Region, it is
encouraging to see soil and agricultural scientists revisiting the productive use of fertiliser in our region,” he
said.
The project is currently funded by the
Alcoa Foundation. It is a collaboration

Funded by the Westpac Agribusiness
Forum charity auction, Junior Landcare
recently went out to some of the most
remote parts of the country with a
competition for students in seven
Queensland Distance Education schools.
The kids were asked to create a short
video that addressed a local environmental
issue and suggest ways for the local
community to help.
The outstanding entries demonstrate the
deep understanding rural children have
for environmental sustainability.
The projects covered diverse topics
such as local endangered species, plastic
shopping bags, recycling glass, farming
erosion and global warming.
Heather Campbell, CEO of Landcare
Australia, was delighted to see the
enthusiasm of the children, many of
whom had their first experience with
Junior Landcare with this competition.
“I’m really impressed with how much
the students know about local
environmental issues and also to see
them suggest great solutions to these
problems. It’s exciting to think these kids
will go on to become Landcarers and
leaders into the future,” she said.
The winners from each of the categories
received an iPad and a trip to the National
Landcare Awards in Sydney.
The trip included a full day excursion to
Taronga Zoo where the winners shared
their projects with finalists from the
Westpac Education Award. They also went
behind the scenes at the zoo to learn
about and interact with the animals.
To view some of the winning and finalist
videos please visit www.youtube.com/
LandcareEducation

Online resources for groups:
When planning your group events for
2013, it’s a good idea to check out the
free resources for local groups available
on the Landcare Australia website.
There are free project kits which outline
how to run a Landcare for Singles,
Coastcare for Singles or Trees for Mum
event in your local area.
You will also find a media kit to help
promote group activities and a group
starter kit if you’re in the initial stages of
setting up a group in your community.
For teachers interested in implementing
Junior Landcare activities in their school,
there is a fantastic kit which was produced
by the Hawkesbury-Nepean CMA and
Greening Australia. This kit contains lots
of ways teachers can undertake Landcare
activities in high schools and includes
lesson plans for NSW Stage 5 Agriculture,
Science and Geography.
Visit www.landcareonline.com.au or
www.juniorlandcare.com.au

Landcare number plates:

Carlos Ocampo, University of Western
Australia hydrologist, sampling shallow
groundwater at a commercial farm.
between UWA, Greening Australia,
Harvey River Restoration Taskforce,
Murdoch University, Peel-Harvey Catchment Council, South West Catchments Council, Department of Agriculture and Food Western Australia,
and local landholders and community
groups.

Victorians can now demonstrate their
support for Landcare on their car licence
plate.
The South Gippsland Landcare Network
(SGLN) is administering and marketing
Landcare Number Plates on behalf of
Landcare in Victoria.
The network must pay for the first 100
plates up-front before they are issued.
If sufficient plates are not sold by 30th
November 2012 to cover the cost of the
creation of Landcare number plates, they
will not be produced and all money will
be returned.
All enquires should be directed to
Belinda Brennan, Network Co-ordinator on
5662 5759 or 0409 004 901 email:
belindab@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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Maintaining best
bang for buck
By MATTHEW
CAWOOD
UNDING supplies for not-for-profit organisations are tightening up according to Landcare
Australia’s new chairman Campbell Anderson,
but Landcare is a “universally good name” that can
continue to work to its advantage.
Mr Anderson (pictured) has recently stepped into
the Landcare Australia Limited (LAL) chairman’s
role vacated by Jerry Ellis.
Although he has yet to chair his first LAL board
meeting, Mr Anderson has had a long exposure to
Landcare through his career as an executive in the
resources industry, which included a stint as president of the Business Council of Australia in the late
1990s.
He has also served as president of the Minerals
Council of Australia, NSW Chamber of Mines,
Australian Mines and Metals Association.
Mr Anderson was chief executive of mining company North Ltd during the 1990s. During this period North was one of the largest corporate sponsors
of Landcare.
He is pragmatic about how LAL must approach
corporate sponsorship in uncertain economic
times.
“There are still substantial philanthropists in large
companies,” Mr Anderson said.
“However, increasingly the philanthropy is being
combined with getting some commercial advantage.
“But I don’t think anyone should be ashamed of
getting some commercial advantage out of a program that previously wasn't being done, or was
being done by a rapidly shrinking purely philanthropic purse.
“It’s up to LAL to convince potential corporate
donors that they can be associated with Landcare
through projects that are important to the company’s customer base.”
Landcare groups on the ground might be similarly pragmatic, Mr Anderson suggests. If they are
looking for funding for a large project, it might be
useful to consider where a corporate sponsor might
gain some beneficial exposure and work with LAL’s

F

portfolio in identifying a best fit.
At the same time, Mr Anderson notes that LAL
must protect the integrity of the Landcare brand.
“We have to be aware of the possibility that some
might want to partner with Landcare in order to
greenwash what might otherwise be bad corporate
behaviour,” he said.
“We have to be careful that we don't get involved
with that. I think we have a very good reputation,
and we have to jealously guard it.”
Extracting government money from a steadily
tightening public purse is also becoming increasingly challenging. Again, Mr Anderson believes that
Landcare’s powerful brand is the movement’s best
asset.
“Since I’ve been with Landcare one pleasant surprise has been how apolitically Landcare is viewed
by governments.
“I would very much like to promote that bipartisan approach as much as we can. I think one of
things that LAL does with some skill is to demonstrate to politicians that there are votes in Landcare.”
Steadily attracting corporate and government
goodwill all hinges on LAL’s other key role, that of
banner-bearer for the Landcare movement.
“One of LAL’s main objectives is to promote the
concept of Landcare. I happen to think we do it very
well. The recognition of Landcare is huge.
“A lot of Landcare groups might say we don’t really need this promotion but the fact there is a
nationwide recognition of their brand gives them
much easier road in getting support.”
Along with keeping Landcare in front of potential
financial backers, and managing funding lows, LAL
also needs to reassure sponsors, private and public,
that the funds have been well spent.
Mr Anderson regards this as another of the movement’s great strengths.
“There are very few operations that get as much
bang for their buck as some of the Landcare projects, largely because of the volunteer contribution.
It’s a very efficient way of spending money.
“Putting money in the right place is something
that Landcare is well set up to do – we just have to
do more of it.”

Innovative thinking key
to survival in tough times
AS FUNDING tightens up, Landcare’s capability will be increasingly dependent on entrepreneurial thinking, the 2012 Australian
Government Individual Landcarer award
winner Chris Scott (pictured) thinks.
Mr Scott, who for 18 years has played a
leading role in Landcare from his base on
the NSW Mid-North Coast, sees the financial screws tightening on Landcare groups
everywhere.
“There is so much demand on public
money these days,” Mr Scott said.
“Landcare is lining up with hospitals and
police and cancer research: it’s always going
to be a battle.”
Manning Landcare, of which Mr Scott has
been chair since 2003, is an innovative and
committed organisation that has been
thinking outside the box for some time.
“We sub-let our building to a food club,
we’re an agent for a agricultural nutrient
manufacturer, and we bring fence posts
made from recycled plastic over from WA
and distribute them.”
But, he adds, “we’re now living on reserves
that we’ve built over 20 years of operation.
It’s only a matter of time before we run out
of funds.
“The only way we can attract money at the
moment is by winning projects, and taking
management fees from those projects. But
there are a lot of others in the queue.
“Increasingly, groups are going to have to
be pretty innovative to stay alive.”
And the need for Landcare isn’t going away.

Mr Scott cites environmentalist Tim
Flannery, who at the national Landcare
Conference said the nation has never needed Landcare as much as it does today.
“I think he’s right. Landcare is not just
about raising the issues: it’s about doing
something about the issues,” he said.
“I think it’s interesting how well resourced
some of the groups who raise issues are,
compared to the resources available for
Landcarers who do something about
things.”
“If we want to address things like soil
health, it’s not just about a few volunteers
getting together on a Sunday afternoon.
“It’s about creating an organisation like
Manning Landcare, which is run by volunteers, but with staff to support much greater
capability.
“We need to think about being more than
just recipients of funding.”
Mr Scott was instrumental in establishing
Landcare NSW in 2007, the first fully representative group of Landcare groups and networks across NSW, and he remains an active
member of the group.
He has also sat on the Landcare Australia
Advisory Council, the NSW Landcare
Working Group and the NSW Natural
Resources Advisory Council.
His Landcare journey began at Wherrols
Flat, west of Taree, after he was involved in
old-growth forest logging campaigns and
then realised most of Australia’s environmental challenges lay on private land.
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