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Lion Landcare Grants 2016/2017 
Project Case Study 

Recipient:   Crouch Family Farming 

Project Name:  Enhancing Bungo Creek Catchment through Revegetation 
and Riparian Protection  

Location:   Mt Mee, Southeast Queensland 

Funding Amount:   $11,000 

Objective: To improve water quality, reduce soil erosion and 
improve habitat for native fauna located in the area 

 

 

Background 

 
Together with his parents and wife Raelene, Darryn Crouch owns and operates a dairy in south-
eastern Queensland. Grazing on the foothills of the D’Aguilar Ranges their cows are primarily 
pasture fed. This reliance on good pasture means the family are especially concerned with land 
management that maximises productivity with little impact on the environment.  

Ralene and Darryn are the third generation on the farm and have over the years improved the land 
and creek that runs through it. Today sections of the farm have been returned to native rainforest 
and the creek has been fenced to create native habitat corridors.  

In 2016 they expanded their operation buying the neighbour’s property. Unlike the original farm, the 
new property was bare and badly in need of repair.  
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After getting advice from Healthy Waterways and Catchments and their local Landcare group, the 
Crouch family found ways to return sections of the new property to its native rainforest and to clean 
up and protect the creek that flowed through both properties.  

“As we’d already undertaken extensive revegetation along the creek banks, we wanted to bring the 
new property in line so we could establish wildlife corridors and encourage native birds and animals 
back,” Darryn said.  

 

Lion Dairy Pride Landcare Grant 

One night, Raelene was reading the Lion e-newsletter when she came across information on the Lion 
Dairy Pride Landcare grants. Seeing this as an opportunity to secure the funding needed to start 
work they applied for a grant that covered native plants, fencing and new water troughs.  

Fencing off the creek was an important part of improving the creek’s water quality as it stopped the 
cattle walking the banks and churning up the water.  

“By stabilising the banks and planting vegetation along them we cut down sediment and nutrient 
flow into the water. The creek flows into Moreton Bay where sediment and other pollution are a real 
problem,” Darryn said.  

With the creek and dam fenced the next step was to plant out the native plants they’d chosen with 
advice from the Barung Landcare group. To give the new plants the best chance of survival, timing of 
planting was critical to avoid frosts or floods.  

“We chose a time when temperatures were warm and there was sufficient soil moisture. This 
avoided the frosts but increased the risk of plant loss from floods and heat waves,” Darryn said. 

 

Outcome 

Within a year of receiving the grant money the Crouch family have protected five hectares of 
habitat, through weeding, planting out 500 trees across three hectares, fencing off the creek and 
dam and installing water troughs.,  

The rehabilitation works completed by the Crouch family have met their goals of improved 
management of the creek with only a 10 percent loss plants.  

The vegetation planted along the creek banks has slowed the flow of the water and acted as a filter 
by absorbing nutrients that would otherwise runoff from the paddocks.  
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“Over time we expect more native birds and animals to move into the revegetated areas and for 
clear water to flow through the two properties,” Darryn said.  

 

 

Left: Tube Stock 
Planting 

Right: Fencing 

  


